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The city in the Byzantine period
scale 1 : 5000
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The city in the 16th century
scale 1 : 5000
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Urban Devalnpment | Aleppo, one of the longest continously inhabited towns in the world,
has for centuries been an important trade centre between the Orient
and Europe.

The town has been shaped by various urban concepts. Traces of
the Hellenistic and Roman period are still visible in the rectangular
street pattern inside its roofed market area, the Souk.

Old Aleppo nowadays presents the typical features of an Oriental
city: Arabic courtyard houses cluster around major alleys, shaping
a winding system of narrow residential lanes. The Souk and the
Great Umayyad Mosque form the economic and religious centre.
An impressive citadel dominates the skyline from the Old City's
central tell. Numerous public buildings such as mosques, hammams
(baths) and madrasas (schools) have their origin in the Ayyubid and
Mamiuk Era, while most of the fabric which survives dates back to
the Ottoman period (1516-1918).
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