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Threats to the Old City in the 20th Century
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A part of the Old City bafore and afier the Section of a new street in the Old City
implementation of new roads Inhabitants of historic houses in vicinity of new high-rise buildings move oul because neighbours can see into their

courtyards and thalr privacy is losl.
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Urban Development Il Throughout the 20th century the Old City has become the centre of a
modern urban agglomeration of more than 2 million inhabitants. The
construction of new residential areas to the west of the Old City was
laid out in the master plan of 1900. During the French Mandate (1920-
1946) these quarters were given primary attention while Old Aleppo was
neglected and the decay of its infrastructure and services started.
Municipal master plans from the 1950s to the 1970s focused on making
the city centre suitable for motorized traffic while disregarding its cultural
value. Wide streets cut through the historical fabric, high rise buildings
sprang alongside, neighbourhoods were destroyed or separated, and
pollution and land speculation emerged. With the decreasing quality of
life and changing living demands, those who could afford to, abandoned
the Old City. Their homes, if not left unoccupied or used as storerooms
and workshops, were rented to migrants from the countryside who
often did not have the means to maintain the houses.

Physical, social and economic decay and impoverishment thus
came to threaten the Old City.
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