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Shared Responsibility for World Heritage
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National and international partners
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International Cooperation Increasing awareness of the need to preserve the Old City

awakened local and international initiatives which, in the late
70s, opposed further implementation of the last master plan. It
was subsequently abandoned in 1979. This put an end to the
active demolition but proved insufficient to halt the process
of dilapidation. In 1986 the Old City of Aleppo was declared a
UNESCO World Cultural Heritage Site for having preserved
the originality of the culture, tradition and social life and a
healthy functional mix within a comprehensive urban fabric.
Thereupon the project for the "Rehabilitation of the Old City
of Aleppo” was initiated.

Since 1994 the Municipality of Aleppo (Directorate of the
Old City) and the German Technical Cooperation (GTZ, on
behalf of the German Ministry for Economic Cooperation
and Development) have been joining efforts to preserve and
develop the Old City. Various international institutions also
support the project: the Arab Fund for Economic and Social
Development (AFESD), the Aga Khan Trust for Culture
(AKTC), the Syrian-German association “Friends of the Oid
City of Aleppo” and others.
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